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"REFLECTIONS, &c. 
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HEN the voice of a father 
V and a friend invites your at- 
tention, you will not, I truſt, refuſe 
to liſten for a few moments to his 
counſel, and ſuch he is, who now 
addrefſes you. Impreſſed with a 
ſincere regard for\the riſing gene · 
ration, and anxious that they may 
_ eſcape thoſe ſnares and dangers, 
into which the fin and folly of his 
own heart, and the inexperience of 
1 have betrayed him in early 
ife, he can need no apology for 
his motive; and, as it is his deſirę 
to direct you to the infallible word 
of God, he cannot poſſibly need 
ray Pac: the ſubject. Should he be 
ſo happy as, by the divine bleſſing, 
to engage your hearts to a ſerious , 
concern for your own happineſs, 


} 


* 


„ 
his end will be gai 
giver of every good and perfect 
gift ſhall have all the praiſe. 

Among the many affecting proofs 
of the depravity of the day in Which 


we live, notwithſtanding the boaſt- 


ed effects of reaſon and ſcience, 
the too general neglect and c 

tempt with which the mei 
heaven are treated, is one of the 
moſt awful and alarming; and 
while the moſt abſurd and \botal: 
zjable fabrications of men of cor- 
rupt minds. which are only calcu- 
Falk oiſon and pervert the minds 


of youth, are eagerly read, the Sa- 


_ cred Volome lies veglected on the 
ſhelf, forgotten as à tale that is 


told; yet, who that is bleſt with a 


reliſh for its glorious truths, will 
for a moment heſitate to ſay with 


a late eminent perſon,* that, „ 


dependant of its divine origin, ät 


contains more ee more pure 


ing Sir Wiz lar Jos, one of the Judges 
of the Supreme Court of Bengal, who d 
about . years ago. 
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. _horality; more important hiſtory 


and finer ſtrains of poetry and ele- 
Juence, than can be collected from 
all other books, in whatever age 
or language they may A * | 
compoſed.” Rp 
My your s are not ĩgno 
rant 7 young the concerns of the | 
preſent life, we eſteem it a duty to 
recommend to others, what upon 
trial we have found uſeful and 
beneficial to ourſelves; they will 
therefore, on the fame principle, 


> 4 * 


allow me to offer them a few plain 


remarks upon a portion of ſcripture 
which has often afforded inſtruction 
and comfort to my own ſoul; and 
as I hope to mingle prayer with 
what is written, may you be en- 
abled to do the ſame while you 
read, and then I am perſuaded, we 
ſhall not have to lament that our 
time has been unprofitabl ſpent. 

The paſſage to which I refer, is 
We; Hiſtory of Ruth, who, as we 
areinformed, hvedin the days when 
the prope of Ifrael were under the 


(64. 


government of Judges, who were 


 anveſted with a kind "1 of ſovereign 
authority, ſome being immediately 
called of God to the office, and 
others choſen by the people... 


From the narrative which is | 


given us in the Old Teſtament, it 
appears, that Elimelech, a man 
of Bethlehem Judah, with his wife 
Naomi, and their two ſons, Mah- 
1on and Chilion, went to ſojourn in 
the land of Moab: and Elimelech 
died, and Naomi was left with her 


two ſons; and her ſons took unto 
them wives of the women of Moab, 
the name of the one was Orpah, 


and the name of the other Ruth: 
and they dwelled there about ten 
| Jo. Mahlon and Chilion 
ed alſo, and the woman was left 

of her two ſons and her huſband.” 
Can we proceed in the ſtory 
without admiring the wiſe and 


wonderful ſubſervience ofthe events 
of human life to the righteous pur 


poſes of God? Ruth was an obje&t 


of the everlaſting love of God, and 
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(4) 
though a poor alien, born in an 
enemy's land (forthe Moabites were 
an idolatrous and abominable peo- 
ple) yet in the Lord's own time and 
way his ſervants were ſent to ſhew 
unto her the way of life and falva- 
tion. Should not this teach us to 
pity and pray for thoſe Who are 
yet without the light of his goſpel, 
and gratefully to prize the privileges 
which are afforded us in ſuch riehi 
abundance? Learn alſo, what: a 
bleſſing the people of God are to 
this world: our Saviour calls them 
„ the light of the world, in the 
midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
_ generation;” and ſuch were Elime- 

lech and his family in the land of 
| Moab—ſuch was Jacob in the houſe 

of Laban—Joſeph in the houſe of 
Potiphar, and the court of Pharoah 
the little Hebrew Maid in the 
family of Naaman, who directed 
him to the prophet, who inftru« 
mentally healed him of his leproſy 
and ſuch was Paul to the maris 
ners and people with whom he ſailed 
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towards Rome; for in auſwertothd 


apoſtle's prayer, the lives of two 
hundred and ſeventy-ſix perſons 


were ſpared. Be it then your con- 


cern, whatever is your ſtation in 


life, to prove a comfort and a bleſ- 


5 ing to all around you. 
But you will probably be anxious 
to know what it was that induced 
Ruth to leave her native country; 
we ſhall now attend to that circum- 
ſtance. From this part of her his- 
tory it appears, tliat Elimelech and 


his family were driven by famine 


from their own land, to ſojourn 


amongſt the people of Moab: for 


Naomi (whoſe heart, like a true 
Hraelite, was ftill with her own 
people,) no ſooner heard that * 
Lord had viſited his people in g 

ing them bread, than ſhe rh, avi 
mines to leaye the idolatrous people 
amongſt whom ſhe had been ſo 
long compelled to dwell, and re- 


turn to Bethlehem again. Her two 


daughters in-law, Orpah and Ruth, 
ſet out with her at her departure F 
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where thou goeſt I will go: and 


to have had no gracious inducement 
to leave her gods and her nation, 
kiſſed her mother-in-law, and bid 
her a laſt adieu: while Ruth, like 

a faithful friend, formed for the 
winter of adverſity, clave to the ves» 


nerable matron, and ſaĩd, 4 intreat 
me not to leave thee, or to return 


from following aſter thee: for 


where thou lodgeſt I will lodge: 
thy people ſhall be my people, and 


| - thy God my God: where thou dieſt 


I will die, and there will I be bu» 
ried: the Lord do ſo to me and 


more alſo, if ought but death part 
| thee and me. When ſhe ſawy that 


ſhe was ſtedfaſtly minded to g 
with her, then ſhe left ſpeakin 
unto her; ſo they went until 


came to Bethlehem. And it came 
to paſs when they were come td 
Bethlehem, that all the city were 
moved about them, and they ſaid; 
is this Naomi?—(Broken'as ſhe 
had been with breach upon breach; 
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they could ſcarce believe her to he 


the ſame perſon)—* And ſhe ſaid 


unto them, call me not Naomi, 


call me Mara; for the Almi ghty 


hath dealt very bitterly with me, 


I went out full, and the Lord hath 


brought 'me home again empty: 


why then call me Naomi, ſeeing the 
Lord hath teſtified againſt me, and 


the Almighty hath afflicted me. So 
Naomi returned, and Ruth, the 
Moabiteſs; her daughter-in-law, 
with her, which returned out of 
the country of Moab: and they 


came to Bethlehem the e e 5 


of barley harveſt. 
7::Tet: oh here 9 and review 


the way which we have paſſed. — 
Alas! how incompetent are poor 


fhort-ſighted mortals to judge of 
ture events from preſent appear- 


| ances. Who could have imagined 


from: the circumſtances under which 
Naomi and Ruth left the land of 


Moab, that afflictions ſo heavy 


and complicated were the appointed 
means of their advancement or, 


mr, 


6435; 

that. the long dark night of their 
adverſity would terminate in fo 
bright a day of comfort and proſ- 
perity ? Say not then, reader, if 
thy path be trying, and providence 


appears to frown, that thy caſe 


feek the divine bleſſing in the way 
of duty, and thou ſhalt not wait 


in vain; for “ all the paths of the 


Lord are merey and truth, unto 
ſuch as keep his covenant and his 


teſtimonies. What a lovely con- 


traſt does the conduct of Ruth to- 
wards her aged friend exhibit to 


that of Orpah, and how worthy 


the imitation. of the daughters of 


Britain! The ſtorm of affliction 


drove her but the nearer to her 
tender mother; and under ſuch re- 
peated ſtrokes of adverſity, a friend 
like Ruth, muſt be dearly valued, 
becauſe greatly needed Who is 

there but muſt be charmed and af- 
fected with her pious reſolution, 
that ·nought but death ſhould part 
them!“ —-and ſhall death diſſolve 


1 


Author, it ſhall reign through a 
boundleſs bee ee . us prize ſo 
invaluable a bleſſing above thou; 


we not in _ conduct of Naomi 


diſcern the way in which we too 


often aggravate our trials, by poring 


on the difficulty, and forgetting the 
deliverer? Hence it was, that on 


ſaid in the anguiſh. of her ſpir 

„call me not Naomi (beaurfal3 
but call me Mara (bitterneſs) for 
the Almighty has dealt very bitterly: 


with me. Yet though the rough, 


it was. the right way to accompliſh 


What infinite wiſdom had determin- 


ed on her behalf, as appears in che 
ſe vel of this inſtructive hiſtory. 

e now enter upon the — 
er part of the ſtory. Naomi (we 


_ axe told) had a kinſman of her huſ- 
band's, a mighty man of wWealch, 
and his name was Boaz., And Ruth 
the Moabiteſs ſaid; unto Naomi, let 

WF nPW 39: to the held, and * 


4 Fan which is cemented by 
divine grace? No] like its bleſſed 
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fands of gold and fiber. But may 
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ears of corn after him, in whoſe 


ſight I chall find grace. And ſhe 


ſaid. unto her, go, my daughter. 
And ſhe went, and came and glean- 
ed in the field after the reapers: 
and her hap was to light upon a 
part of the field belonging unto 
Boaz, who was of the kindred of 
Elimelech.; „„ | 
What a beautiful picture of ſab 

miſon to adverſe diſpenſations, is 

manifeſted in agen rms Ruth! 
doubtleſs ſhe had ſeen better days: 

but, conſidering it was the prero- 
gative of God to humble or exalt, 
as ſeemeth good in his fight, and 


that honeſt induſtry. is the 2 
ment, and not the diſgrace of any 


character, ſhe cheerfully goes f 
to gather up the ears of corn as 


cher i , 
reapers, for the ſupport of her aged 
mother. Hath it pleaſed the Eord 


to bleſs m het? ar- with the abund- 
2 his-providence'* mayeſt 
thou honor him with his own be- 


ſtowments: gratefully ſenſible who é 


it is that hath made thee to differ 
from the pooreſt of men; and may 
«© the bleſſing of many who were 


ready to periſh come upon . thee, 
and the widow's heart be made to 


ſing with joy.“ If on the contrary, 


like Ruth, thou art humbled and 
brought low, be it thy chief con- 


cern to have Chriſt for thy portion, 
and in the end thou ſhalt ſay, he 


hath done all things well.” + 
That part of the hiſtory to which 


we are now brought, introduces a 


new character to our view; and 
well would it be, if in the higher 
circles of life many ſuch as hex 


could be found: for he was not 
only a mighty man of wealth, 
but, which is of tar greater conſe- 


uence, he was a man devoted to 
God: unlike too many rich op- 


preſſors, who grind the face of the 


poor, and are ſecretly execrated by 


thoſe, who are compelled to earn 
he was rather the father and friend, 
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tibors of che day were begun wi 
prayer, and the moſt ſincere and 
mutual congratulations. -« Behold, 
(ſaith the | ſacred hiſtorian) Body: 


came from Bethlehem, and ſaid 
unto the reapers, the Lord be with 


_ and they anſwered him, the 


rd bleſs thee.” Truly happy are 
they, whoſe works of faith and la- 


bors of love, are thus beg con- 


tinued and ended in the L ; for, 


while the curſe of God is on the 


houſe and poſſeſſions of the wicked, 


he blefſeth the habitation of the 
juſt, and that alone maketh. you 


and addeth no ſorrow. 9 
On entering his field, it appear 


* Boaz was ſtruck with the mo- 
deſt demeanour of the poor ſtran- 


ger, * and he faid unto his fervant 
that was ſet over his reapers, whoſe 
damſel is this? And the ſervant an- 
ſwered, it is the Moabitiſh damſel 
that came back with Naomi out 

of the country of Moab: and the . 
faid, I pray you, let me 1 
alter 285 r amongſt the - 
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ſheaves: ſo ſhe came, and hatft 1 


continued even from the morning 


until now, that ſhe tarried a little 


in the houſe. 7 Then ſaid- SOAP, 
unto Ruth, heareſt thou not, my 


daughter? Go not to glean in ano- 


ther field, neither go hence, but 
abide here by my maidens: let thine 
eyes be in the field that they do 


reap, and. go after them: have I 


not charged the young men that 
they ſhould not touch thee, and 


when thou art athirſt, go unto the 


veſſels, and drink of that which 


the young men have drawn. Then 


ſhe fell on her face, and bowed 


herſelf to the ground, and ſaid unto 


him, why, have I found * — in 


thine eyes that thou ſhouldſt take 
knowledge of me, ſeeing I am a 
ſtranger? And Boaz anſwered and 
Taid unto her, it hath been fully 


ſhewed me, all that thou haſt done 


unto thy mother-in-law ſince the 


death of thine huſband; and how 


thou haſt left thy father and thy 


mother, and the land of thy nativity, 


ee" 
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and art come unto a people which 
thou knoweſt not heretofore. The 


Lord recompense thy work, and a 
full reward be given thee of the 


God of Iſrael, under whoſe wings 


thou art come to truſt. How ami- 
able is the ornament of àn humble 
and grateful ſpirit, and how often 
does it engage the kind regard of 
ſoperiors in life! Encouraged by 


the attention of Boaz; and the ſuc- 


ceſs which attended her labor, Ruth 
joyfully returned to Naomi, and by 
her advice continued to glean in the 
fields of Boaz, until the end of the 
barley harveſt. 

In order that my young gend | 


N may more clearly underſtand the 


remaining part of the hiſtory, it is 
neceſſary to inform them of the ob- 


. Iigations, which by the law in thoſe 


days, were laid upon the near kinſ- 
man— In the next of kin was the 


right of redemption, when an in- 
heritance had been mortgaged, and 


if able, he was to buy it back—If 
the poor brother had ſold himſelf 


(% —. 
to be a flave, the near kinſman dat 
to redeem him out of ſlavery—If 
he was murdered, the near kinſman 


Was bound to avenge his blood on 
the murderer; and if he left a wi- 


dow, however poor and encumbered 
with debt, the near kinſman, if un- 


married, was to take her as his 


wife. As the ſhortneſs of my limits 
will not allow me to enter minutely 
into every remaining circumſtance 
in the hiſtory. let it ſuffice to ſay; 
that Ruth, inſtructed by her mother- 
in-law, laid herſelf at the feet of 
Boaz, claiming him in the relation 
of her kinſman; and though it aps 
peared there was a kinſman nearer 


than he, yet, as he was unable t6 


buy back the inheritance of Elime- 
lech, it devolved upon Boaz, who, 
in the preſence of the elders of the 
people, in the gate of the city, pub- 


lickly eſpouſed Ruth the Moabiteſs, 


to be his wife; and ſhe bare him a 


ſon, named Obed, from whom 


David the king deſcended, in whoſe 
line the bleſſed Redeemer candes 


„ nie wp OFT, 


feended to bi our. nature upon 


him, and to be born into Js: would 


for our, ſalyation./; -. 
Thus wonderfully doth * ine 


providence ive completion. to its 


merciful deſigns; nor are there 
any circumſtances of diſtreſs ſo 
end from which the hand of the 

ord cannot deliver his people; for, 
his eyes are ever on the ri ighteous, 
and his ears open to.their cry,” and 


they ſhall. prove, that godlineſs 


is profitable unto all thin gs, having 
promiſe of the life that NOW is, 
- and of that which i is to come. 

Should theſe few pages fall into 
the hands of one of thoſe unhappy 
characters, who, deaf to the prayers 
and counſels of his parents and 
friends, is ſtill inſolent and impatient 
under their kind remonſtrances, let 
him, if yet capable of reflection, 
think on the end of a miſerable 
Cain, a ſcoffing Iſhmael, an un- 
godly Eſau, and a rebellious Ab- 
jalom; and view the ſtriking con- 


traſt to ſuch unhappy perſons 1 in the 


— 


er 


3 | 
N 2 
0 1 " 2 9 


N 20 5 


example before” us; in af Joſeph, 


ho was not alkamed to : own 


his father in the burt of Pha- 


Toah, though hie was a ſhepherd, 
'and as ſuch, an abommation in 
Egypt; in Samuel, Solomon, and 
Timothy, and above all m the Lord 


and Saviour of finners, of whom 


it is ſaid, * that he was ſubject 
unto Joſeph and Mary.“ Believe 


me, the hour will come in which 


vou will need the tender offices of 
ſympathy, and how can that be 


expected from others, which you | 


Wk denied to them ? 
Let me now cloſe with calling 


your attention for a few moments 


to the near kinſman, as an eminent 
type of the Great Redeemer of our 
Ban fouls. 

1. Was the right of 0 
in him? And could the inheritance 


only be redeemed at his coſt? Does 
not this. remind us of HIM, who 
came from heaven * to reſtore 
what he took not away,” and at no 
lefs a price than his own blood, to 


redeem that inheritane which we 
had forfeited by ſin, Hence it was 
propheſied of him, the Spirit of 
the Lord God is upon me, becauſe 
the Lord hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings to the meek ; he hath 
ent me to bind up the broken- 

hearted, to proclaim liberty to the 


| captives, and the opening of the 


priſon to omg that are bound: to 
proclaim "the acceptable year of 


the Lord, and theday of ys gn 
of our God: to comfort 


mourn.” | ks 


2. Did it pertain to the near 
kinſman, to avenge himſelf on the 


enemies of his brother ? -. Herein 


we ſee the glorious end for which 


Jeſus came into the world; for to 


this end he died, and roſe, and re- 
vived, that through death he might 
deſtroy him chat had the power of 


death, and, having ſpoiled princi- 


palities and powers, make a ſhew 
of them openly, triumphing over 
them in the croſs. Again, | 


"3. 7 the poor debtor had ſold 


. 29 ) 


himſelf a as a Wave, i it was er 
upon the near kinſman to redeem 


his perſon, as well as his inheri- 


tance. How beautifully expreſſive - 1 


this of that day of God's power, in 
which the Divine Spirit raiſes the 
poor captiye out of the pit in which 
there is no water; and by the blood 
of the coyenant, im arts a lib 


and peace to the conſcience, which 


was unknown before! That being 


delivered out of the hands of his 


enemies, the ranſomed ſinner may 


henceforth, e ſerve the Lord with- 


out fear, in holineſs and righteouſ- 
neſs before him, Mt he days of 
e 

4. Did Boaz, the near kinſman, 
though a mighty man of wealth, 
condeſcend to eſpouſe this poor 
ſtranger? How infinite the con- 
deſcending love of Chriſt! Who 
redeemed poor periſhing outcaſts,* 
by his own blood, and by its appli- 
cation to their hearts, cleanſes them 
from all their filthineſs and their 


See Ezek. xi. 175 
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idols; who clothes their naked 

ſouls with the ſpotleſs robe of his 

righteoufneſs; Who adorns them 


8240 


and give thee grace to call upon 
him while he is near. If thou 
art a ſubject of his grace, give him” 
all the glory, and practically attend 
to his command, who ſays to thee, 

Hearken, O daughter, and con- 
ſider, and incline thine ear; forget 
alſo thine own people; and thy 
father's houſe, ſo ſhall the King 
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greatly deſire thy beauty: for he 
18 thy. Lord, and worfhip thou 


him.“ 
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God moves in a. i myſterious way, = 


His wonders to perform; ' N05 
He plants his footſteps in che 0 . 
And rides upon the ſtorm. 


Deep in unfathomable mines * I 80 
Ok never- failing fill, _ 

He treafures u be Bright: dof mY 
And works fovireign v 


Ye fearful ſaints, freſli age 
The clouds ye {6 much Uread © - 
Are b s with mercy, and ſhall break | 


hs. 2 abs 


We 


5g. + 
w 
as 


In bleſſings on your head. 
udge not the Lord b feeble leuten | 
J But truſt him for Wee IKE, 4s 
Bowe a frowning-p rovidenge :!---- 
He hides 3 faces” a 7 * 
His purpoſes will ripen faſt, © ot 
Unfolding ewry hour; om: _ 55 


The bud — have a bitter as | 
But ſweet will be the flow*r:*. 1: 


Blind unhelief is. ſuxe ta err, 


And ſcan his work in vain; 


